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Greetings! At our recent
Christians and Money
conference, a church
leader remarked that

Stewarding God s
resources is a delight!
What a privilege it is for
Barnabas Foundation to
work with so many joyful stewards like this
each day. Just one of the many examples
we ve witnessed recently is the record levels
of generosity through the Stewards Fund
(our donor-advised fund) more than
$16.5 million in new contributions and
over $27.5 million distributed to kingdom
causes through November 30, 2007. Praise
the Lord! As you read through this issue of
Stewardship Spotlight, we hope that your joy
will increase as a manager of the resources
God has entrusted to you.

Serving the Lord with you,

]

Henry Doorn, Jr. Executive Director
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“But because of his great love for us, God, who
is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even
when we were dead in transgressions—it is by
grace you have been saved.” — Ephesians 2:4-5

“Jesus said, ‘I came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.”” — John 10:10

“You show that you are a letter from Christ, the
result of our ministry, written not with ink but
with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets
of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”

— 2 Corinthians 3:3

Waking Up in Church

There s a wonderful story told by Garrison Keillor. It s Sunday
morning. Clarence Bunsen is nodding off as the worship service
drones on at the Lake Wobegon Church. He wakes up barely in
time for the offering. He reaches for his wallet only to discover that
he has no cash. Fortunately, he does have his checkbook. He takes
out a pen and hides the checkbook in a pew Bible. Half awake, he
begins to write out a check for $30. This is more than he normally
would give, but he feels more generous because he almost had a
heart attack that week. And besides, he knows that someone will be
counting the offering soon and he wants them to see how much

he gave.

Clarence is trying to write the check without it being obvious, but
the lady to his right notices, so he does not look at what he is doing.
He rips out the check as quietly as he can, with limited success

and when the offering plate comes by he proudly drops it in, only
to realize moments later that instead of having written $30 he had
written $300!

But what could he do? He couldn t go downstairs after church, nd
the deacons counting the collection and say, Fellows, | made a
mistake. | gave more than | really wanted to. Yet, he had given all
he had in the checking account and then some. Sure, he knew that
giving his money to the church was a noble, Christ-like act of faith.
Yet his family might have to eat beans and oatmeal for the rest

of the month. One thing was for sure, however; in that moment,
Clarence Bunsen felt terri cally awake. He felt fully alive for the rst
time all day.

Every time we give back to God, we have an opportunity to wake
up and come alive not in the shocked sense of facing a dilemma,
but in the joyous wonderment that God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. Awake and alive to that amazing good
news, let us live and give freely, liberally, sacri cially and sel essly.

Source: “A Model for Giving” by Pastor Case Admiraal, submitted to Barnabas Foundation
for the “Sermon Ideas” link at www.barnabasfoundation.com
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Highlights of the Christians and Money conference now available!
Barnabas Foundation sponsored its second annual Christians

and Money conference for churches on October 24, 2007 at the
Calvin College Prince Center.

The plenary sessions below were recorded and are now available as
video and audio les at www.barnabasfoundation.com.

Generations of Generosity
Presented by Bob Heerspink, author of Becoming a Firstfruits
Congregation and Director of The Back to God Hour

A look at trends in the church and in the world today from a
biblical stewardship perspective and the implications for fostering
stewardship in the next generations.

Insights from a Bank President on Christians and Money
Michelle Van Dyke, President and CEO of Fifth Third Bank,
Western Michigan, as interviewed by Rev. Duane Kelderman, VP
for Administration, Calvin Theological Seminary

An insider perspective on personal nance trends as well as
things that pastors, church leaders and kids need to know about
money and more!

Wrap-up Session
Rev. Jerry Dykstra, Executive Director, Christian Reformed Church
in North America

A compelling reminder that we cannot separate our money from
our faith because stewardship is discipleship, and it is the church s
responsibility to develop disciples.

What are the Bene ts of Giving Real Estate
to My Favorite Kingdom Causes?
—

When you donate real estate to your favorite ministries before the sale,
there are several potential bene ts including:

Income tax savings

Estate tax savings

Capital gain tax savings

Possibility of lifetime income stream

Possibility of using the property during your lifetime

An often-overlooked asset can be used for the Lord s work

Excellent way to maximize the resources God has entrusted to you
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A Will does not provide a probate avoidance
guarantee. The better solution for making
certain your assets will not be subject to
probate court intervention is to place them in
a Living Trust. A Living Trust is simply a Trust
you create while you re alive, rather than one
that is created at your death under the terms
of your Will.

The Ultimate Gift

By Jim Stovall

The Ultimate Gift is a
fascinating ctional
story of a successful
businessman who
gave his family
everything they could
want materially, yet
corrupted them in the process. As the estate
of this wealthy man is divided among his
self-centered relatives, his nephew, Jason,
is singled out for a special bequest. Each
month, Jason reports to an attorney s
of ce for a learning assignment. If Jason
completes the assignments successfully,
he will earn the ultimate gift and in the
process learn the most important lesson
of all.

The Ultimate Gift shows that wise estate
planning not only includes the transfer of
money and property but also values and
life lessons about work, money, friends,
learning, problems, family, laughter,
dreams, giving, gratitude and love.
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