
Stewardship

Welcome to the 
� rst issue of 
Stewardship 
Spotlight. To 
better serve you, 
we�ve merged

 two previous 
Barnabas Foundation 

publications�Spotlight and Firstfruits 
Findings�combining the best gift 
planning resources with practical, 
biblical stewardship ideas to help us all 
grow closer to Christ as we manage the 
gifts He has entrusted to us. Enjoy!

Serving the Lord with you, 

Henry Doorn, Jr. � Executive Director

April 2007

Let no debt remain outstanding, except 
the continuing debt to love one another, 
for he who loves his fellow man has 
ful� lled the law.

Romans 13:8

Fields of Gold
By Andy Stanley

Fear of the unknown causes people to withhold 
from God, but this is an irrational response to fear, 
Pastor Andy Stanley points out in Fields of Gold. 
It would make more sense, he asserts, to get God 
involved in our � nances as soon and often as 
possible. And the way to do that, Jesus said, is to 

seek � rst the kingdom and then all these things will be added to us 
as well. Fields of Gold does a wonderful job of helping people face 
their � nancial fears so they can grow in a joyful partnership with 
God. �At some point giving must move from the �have to� column 
to the �want to� column of our lives,� Stanley contends. �That 
won�t happen until we wrestle our fears to the ground.�

Every type of debt among 22-29 year olds—from credit cards to loans for 

college to personal loans—has risen to an average of $16,120.*

�Source: Experian credit reporting agency in USA Today

The only kid without 
a snowmobile
We probably all need to learn a lot about contentment. Can you 
say �no� to buying something others have or do? Something you 
can�t afford to have or do without going into debt or withholding 
from God? Can you tell your kids �no� when they want you to 
buy what others have but you can�t afford? I remember coming 
up to my dad in 8th grade�not for the � rst time�asking for a 
snowmobile. This time I was ready. Me to Dad:  �Dad, I checked, 
and every family in my class, except us and one other, has a 
snowmobile.� Dad to Me: �If that other family gets a snowmobile, 
you know what? You�ll be the only kid in your class without a 
snowmobile. We can�t afford a snowmobile. Not going to happen.� 
I survived. Looking back, I think I learned a little something about 
contentment. Our home remained free from the stress of debt. My 
mom and dad kept right on being givers [to kingdom causes]. My 
brothers and I learned from the quality of their lives that it really is 
more blessed to give than to receive.

An excerpt from a sermon entitled �Money Matters: A Common Problem� by Pastor Brent 
Wassink, Long Beach CRC, submitted to Barnabas Foundation for the �Sermon Ideas� link 
at www.barnabasfoundation.com.
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A family offering
It was a very emotional moment 
for Marv and Jean Rozenboom. 
Jean climbed into the �buddy� 
seat of Marv�s combine last fall, 
and together, they harvested the 
last strip of grain on the farm 
they bought on a shoestring 47 
years ago. When they reached 
the end of the row, Jean recalls, �We just sat there and praised 
the Lord.� Although the decision to stop farming was not an easy 
one, the Rozenbooms approached this moment with a spirit of 
joyful anticipation. They felt God leading them to turn the farm 
equipment over to Him at the end of the harvest season. 

The Rozenbooms contacted Barnabas Foundation to discuss their 
options. �Barnabas can help you look at the total picture and 
make expert suggestions for [gift] planning of any type,� Jean 
observed. In the end, the Rozenbooms decided to transfer the 
ownership of their farm equipment to Barnabas Foundation, who 
then sold the equipment at an auction. �[Selling the equipment 
ourselves] would have meant a big tax consequence,� Jean 
reports. The proceeds from the farm equipment exceeded the 
Rozenboom�s most optimistic projections. 

�This was a family offering,� Jean says. �Our children were very 
glad we were doing this. When we told them what we wished to  
do [with the sale of the farm equipment], they said, �Goodness, 
yes! Do it! Go for it!�� The proceeds from the auction were placed 
into a Barnabas Foundation Stewards Fund. A portion of the 
funds will support Christian education, with the remainder being 
distributed to Christian charities dear to Marv and Jean�s heart. 
Looking back on the transaction that made this new chapter of 
kingdom service possible, Jean says, �Barnabas Foundation gives 
people ideas in a gentle manner, helping people like us to give 
back to God with all of our hearts. And for that we say, �Thank 
you God, you�ve been so good!��

More than $41 trillion will pass from this 
generation to the next, yet most churches 
will experience little or no impact. Why? 
As Barnabas Foundation has worked with 
churches and families over the past 30 
years, we�ve discovered that many people 
are hesitant to leave estate gifts to their 
church. They aren�t con�dent their church 
could handle large gifts without hurting 
its general fund giving. To address this 
concern, Barnabas Foundation created 
an exciting new program called Legacy 
Foundation. This program manages estate 
gifts for churches, helping them fund 
future ministry priorities such as Christian 
education, missions, building expansion, 
benevolence and special projects. 

Go to www.barnabasfoundation.com  
to �nd out more, or contact Laura DeVries,  
Church Relations Associate, at  
ldevr@barnabasfoundation.com or  
toll-free (888) 448-3040.The Pension Protection Act of 2006 makes it possible to provide tax-free 

gifts from your IRA directly to ministries close to your heart. This opportunity 

may be right for you or someone you know who is age 70½ or older. Gifts of 

up to $100,000 must be given by December 31, 2007 to qualify. 

NOTE: This act does not allow tax-free gifts to Barnabas Foundation’s 

Stewards Fund or other donor-advised funds.

For information only, contact Barnabas Foundation at  

www.barnabasfoundation.com or call toll-free (888) 448-3040.

With over 4,540 distributions made to kingdom 

causes through the generosity of people like 

you, Barnabas Foundation Stewards Fund grants 

topped $24 million in 2006—up from $17 

million in 2005. Praise the Lord!

To learn more about the simplicity, �exibility, and 

tax bene�ts of a Barnabas Foundation �Stewards 

Fund�, check out �Resources for Donors� at  

www.barnabasfoundation.com and click  

�Gift Management.�
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Can your church manage 
large gifts?
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